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Will historic
bridge be
replaced?

BY AVANI NADKARNI
of The Herald

A piece of Pierce County history may be
headed for a change.

. The McMillin Bridge, also known as the

Puyallup River Bridge, is being replaced by
theWashington State Department of Trans-
portation (WSDOT).

“It itself is not up to current safety stan-
dards and traffic, so (WSDOT) is planning
to replace it with a new bridge,” WSDOT
Cultural Resource Specialist Roger Kiers
explained of the bridge, which is located
just east of South Hill.

WSDOT is proposing to build a new
structure directly east of the current bridge,
according to Pierce County Long Range
Planning r Sean Gaffney.

“The new bridge will have wider lanes
and wider shoulders to meet current engi-
neering and safety standards,” Gaffney said
in an e-mail to Pierce County Landmarks
and Historic Preservation Commission-
ers. “Once the new bridge is completed,
\é\ﬂzsdlzor proposes to demolish the original

e."

Kiers called the bridge “quite unique.”
Considering it was put on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1982, WSDOT
Bridge Historian Craig Holstine said that’s
an understatement.

Please see BRlDGE.A.?
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The bridge was built from
1934 to 1935 and the majority
of the features and layout were
constructed by Homer Hadley,
who Holstine called “the most
significant bridge engineer
in Washington history ... cer-
tainly the most innovative.”
Hadley also provided details
for the Lacey Murrow Bridge,
better known as the I-90 float-
ing bridge, the first concrete
floating bridge in the world,
Holstine explained.

“(The McMillin Bridge) is
of exceptional importance
because we think it's one of a
kind in the world,” he added.
“It's a concrete ... truss and it's
a truss configuration (that is)
unique.”

Truss bridges, which use
tension and compression, are
econormical to construct.

Still, after decades of wear
and tear, Kiers and Holstine
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For more information

* about the bridge project,

or to inquire about
becoming a consulting
party, speak to Roger

Kiers at the Washington
State Department of
Transportation at 360-705-
7000.
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both agree the bridge is ready
for a remodel. Because it is on
the National Registry of His-
toric Places and the construc-
tion will require obtaining
federal permits, Holstine said
there are some restrictions.
“The National Historic Pres-
ervation Act ... requires that

.agencies consider their effects

on historic properties and seek
alternatives to avoid adverse
effect,” Holstine explained.
“Eventually amemorandum of

agreement ... will be inctuded
by the agencies involved (such
as WSDOT) as well as consult-
ing parties.”

Gaffney said he has indi-
cated that Pierce County would
like to be one of the consulting
parties. Anyone can ask to be-
come one, he explained.

“We will have a seat at the
table and we'll move forward
from there,” he explained.

As a consulting party, Gaff-
ney said county representa-
tives will express the concerns
of members of the Landmarks
and Historic Preservation
Commission.

“The state put the bridge
on the National Register of
Historic Places ... so the com-
mission would like the bridge
to stay there,” Gaffney said.
“They also want the state to
consider keeping it as an extra
way (to leave the area) in case
of a lahar. These are not solu-
tions, just ideas.”



